
 
 

 
Dear families,  
 
Autumn term is flying by, the weather is turning colder and nights are darker. I am very pleased to 
share with you how quickly the children have settled back into the new school year. Our 
classrooms are busy, engaging and a hive of activity.  
 
All of us at Penygarn would like to extend our warmest welcome to all of our Nursery and 
Reception children who have started with us.  
 
Thank you to all parents, carers and extended family members who have supported school 
activities, whether that be attending parent/teacher meetings, donating items for Harvest, 
supporting the PTFA or offering time and expertise as a visitor or volunteer.  
 
We are so grateful for your continued support with all we are trying to achieve at Penygarn 
Community Primary. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact the school with any queries, using the office email and telephone 
number given at the top of the page.  
 

Warm regards/Cofion cynnes 

Mrs L Smith 
Headteacher/Pennaeth  
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“Nurturing the Hearts and Minds of the future” 



 

 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 Thank you for all of your kind donations for our Harvest festival that we celebrated in early 
October; donations were given to the local food bank. 

Thank you to the PTFA for organising 2 very successful discos- it was great to see the 
children’s dance moves and enjoyment. 

This half term we have been very lucky to have a series of visitors in school to deliver assemblies 
and talks to the pupils.  

• Mr Big assembly 

• Fire brigade 

• Show Racism the Red Card 

• Newport County- County in the Community 

• Gwent music 

ATTENDANCE 

A reminder of the importance of good attendance as we move through the academic year. Regular 
and punctual attendance is a legal requirement and is essential to enable all children to maximise 

their educational attainment and opportunities available to them.  

 
 

 RECEPTION 2026 APPLICATIONS  
 

The application process will go live on Thursday 13th November 2025 (9am). Full details of the 
Authority’s Admission arrangements and related issues such as the provision of school transport 
can be found in the Parent/Carer information booklet. Please note that if you currently attend our 
Nursery, you are not automatically entitled to a Reception place. You will still need to apply for a 

September 2026 Reception place, through the TCBC Admissions process. 
 

TOTS TIME 
All little ones are welcome to come with an adult to our Tots time on a Wednesday morning from 

9.10 until 10.30. Looking forward to seeing you there!!.  
 

PLAYTIME SNACKS 
  

 A reminder that playtime snacks should be healthy options such as fruit or vegetables. Crisps, 
sweets and chocolate are not permitted at playtime. Fruit Tuck is available at 30pence per item- 
apples, oranges, pears and cucumbers are available- but we are looking to expand- please 

let us know what your child would like to see for sale.  
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 2025  
 

Anti-bullying week will take place from Monday 10th to Friday 14th November, with the theme 
‘Power for Good’. The week will kick off with Odd Socks Day on Monday 10th with staff and pupils 

invited to wear odd socks to school to celebrate what makes us all unique. Please note that full 
school uniform should be worn on this day. 

 

 
 

CHILDREN IN NEED- 14th November 2025 
 

School will be supporting Children in Need. Pupils are invited to wear pyjamas to school and 
donate to this worth cause.  

 
 Citizens Advice Service 

Citizen advice service is now working in partnership with schools to deliver and offer operating a 
monthly drop-in confidential and impartial advice on a range of areas including  

• Debt managent 

• Benefits 

• Housing 

• Employment 

• Family 
 You can meet with the dedicated advisor at Penygarn School from 2.00pm until 4.00pm on 

• 1.12.25 

• 5.1.26 

• 2.2.26 

• 2.3.26   
If you can’t make it please give a call on 01633 973570   or WhatsApp   075685212 

 
 

IMPROVING ROAD SAFETY  
 

We have been informed by Torfaen County Borough Council that from Monday 3rd November, a 
new mobile enforcement car will be used to enforce parking restrictions around all schools in 

Torfaen. The vehicle is fitted with CCTV which will record footage of cars parked in contravention 
of a restriction outside schools, as well as in bus stops or on zig zag lines. 

 
 A two-week warning period will start from Monday 3rd November, when any vehicle captured 

parked in contravention will receive an automatic warning notice in the post. Full enforcement will 
then begin on Monday 17th November, when any drivers parked in the excluded areas will be sent 
automatic penalty charge notices. The penalty notice charges will be £70; this can be reduced by 

50% if paid within 14 days. It is hoped the camera enforcement vehicle, together with the Civil 
Enforcement team, will help to ensure drivers park safely and responsibly, which will make the 

environment around schools safer for all road users. 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS PLANS  
 

We look forward to this year’s Christmas festivities at Penygarn Primary and aim to fill the school 
with fun and excitement in the lead up to Christmas. We will ensure that we do all we can to 

maximise the magical time in school, whilst balancing the need to focus time learning in 
classrooms.  

 
CHRISTMAS ELF DAY  

 
This will take place on Friday 28th November, with the children engaging in a number of Christmas 
activities. Children may wear Christmas themed clothing to school on this day and all areas of the 
school will be decorated. Children are invited to wear Christmas themed clothing every Friday in 

December, in the lead up to Christmas.  
 

CHRISTMAS DINNER ~ WEDNESDAY 10th DECEMBER  
 

Our catering team will be serving a Christmas menu for all children who order a school lunch on 
Wednesday 10th December. We will be collecting numbers at the end of November, to inform our 

food orders. 
 

 FESTIVE FILM AFTERNOON  
 

All of our classes will have the chance to watch a festive film in school after Christmas dinner on 
the afternoon of Wednesday 10th December. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                        Community Corner      
 
 

If you have anything that you feel would benefit our community and would like to share this here, 
please let us know. 

 
 

SCHOOL ESSENTIALS GRANT 
 

 If you claim certain benefits, you may be eligible for the Schools Essentials Grant of £125 per 
learner and extra funding. Follow the link for more information. 

 
School Essentials Grant: help with school costs | GOV.WALES 

https://www.gov.wales/school-essentials-grant-help-school-costs?fbclid=IwAR2eE3NrBW7oxJW6gFx07z34aiZJI6ldv53PY1YLd3M_30QDLaC-2b_uc5w.


 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Activities for families 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 


